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This week, I wrote a letter to another pastor, a 
brother in the ministry.  He and his family are go-
ing through some tough times right now, and I 
wanted to share with him some thoughts, some ad-
vice, my prayers for him, and some Bible passages. 

I could have done that in an email (I often do).  I 
could have called him on the phone (I do that, too.)  
I suppose I could have “texted” him or “tweeted” 
him or I could have dialogued with him through a 
Facebook page.  (Those last three things I have 
never done. . .I’m working on it.)  But I wanted to 
write him a letter.  I wanted him to have something 
he could read and then reread if and when he wanted to.  And he wouldn’t have to lug a 
laptop, netbook, smart phone or Ipad around with him to do so.  No batteries would be re-
quired, either. 

There is something very special about a regular, old-fashioned letter, isn’t there?  Am I the 
only one who gets excited to see the envelope in the mailbox?  To bring it in?  To slice it 
open?  To catch up with the news from an old friend in another state?  How special it is to 
know they thought enough about us to take the time to write us a letter.  Wow,  who does 
that anymore? 

Our Lord still does.  He wrote us a love letter that will stand forever to the end of time.  
You and I know it as the Holy Bible, God’s Word, the Scriptures.  Our Heavenly Father 
thought it was so important to write us, that He personally recruited and inspired men like 
Moses, Isaiah, Micah, Matthew, Paul, and John to pen prophesies and promises, proverbs 
and poetry, Gospels and Epistles.   

Why did the Lord do this?  What was so important that He wanted to write us a letter?  
The Apostle John, by inspiration, helps us peek into the Almighty’s mind and heart.  Con-
cerning the Bible, John can say, “But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.”  (John 
20:31)   

Have you held your Father’s letter in your hands lately?  I pray so!  His words still mean 
so much to us.  When our life is rough, how comforting it is to hear him say, “I know the 
plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, 
plans to give you hope and a future.”  (Jeremiah 29:11)   When we get upset and discour-
aged, mainly because all our stuff is ganging up against us and breaking at the same time, 
how important is the attitude adjustment that our Lord’s wise advice provides.  “Watch 
out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man's life does not consist in the abun-
dance of his possessions." (Luke 12:15)  When we are convinced we are all alone and not a 
soul in the world cares about us or even notices us, what could be better than hearing our 
Savior promise, “I will be with you always.”  (Matthew 28:20) 

He wrote us a letter.  But it does little good forgotten on the shelf or in the drawer.  Pull his 
letter out and read it—today.  And often.  You’ll forever be 
glad you did.   

He Wrote Us A Letter 
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Our student custodians for the summer 
are Jacob Marciniak and Kevin Brei.  If 
you need to reach the Campus House, call 
at 906-487-9732. 

Freshmen return to MTU for orientation 
that begins on August 23rd.  We’ll con-
tact them immediately.  We’re planning 
our Volleyball Cook-out welcome for 
Wednesday, September 1st, at 6:00 PM.  
(First week of classes)   
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Our women are looking 
forward to another 
Women’s Night Out,  
“Dinner & A Movie,” on 
August 3rd.  The plans 
are to watch the movie, 
“Charlie:  St. Cloud.”  
The restaurant and exact 
times aren’t known yet, because we don’t know whether 
the movie will be showing downtown or at the Mall.  
We’ll keep you posted.   

Our picnic in June changed somewhat, because of rain.  
We didn’t go north to the Waterworks.  Instead we re-
mained at church.  Pastor Brian Weinkauf of National was 
still able to join us, and everybody had a great time at the 
picnic.   

Some of our families are planning on taking turns, visiting 
National, Calumet on Sundays.  The goal is to encourage 
the congregation and assure them that they remain in our 
prayers. 

Heather Platzke continues to print business cards with Bi-
ble verses on them.  Did you get one?  We’ll put some of 
the extra business cards on the back table in church.      

Heather didn’t get started on taking member pictures in 
July. She will begin this process in August.  So we’ll re-
peat our encouragement.  When Heather offers to take 
your picture, please don’t run and hide!  Instead, SMILE! 

Our next meeting will take place on July 27th at 5:00 
PM.  Please note the time!  We’re scheduling an extra 
July meeting, because of everyone’s travel schedules.   
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Annual reports were prepared by 
the Pastor and our treasurer, Mr. 
Dennis Stratton.  We noted with 
thanks all the new members who 
have joined us in recent months.  
Jonathan & Kathleen Ehlers, 
Robert & Janet Olson, David, Kristie, Nicholas, Megan 
& Ryan Vlahos, Kevin Brei, Michael Armstrong, Bran-
don Crowley, Lisa & Tyler Mulroy.  We also praised 
our Lord for moving Joni Moore to request to be bap-
tized.  Joni is now completing Bible Information 
Classes for membership. 

A transfer was granted to Jim & Sharon VanNorwick 
who are getting settled into their new church home:  
Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church, Rockford, MI. 

Mr. Stratton reported that our fiscal year expenses (July 
09-June 10) exceeded by offerings and subsidy by 
$4,240.11  This did include some special purchases, 
including the Christian Worship Supplements which 
were paid for by a special, designated gift.   

Campus Ministry subsidy for the 2010-2011fiscal year 
will be $47,500 

Mr. Olson reported on contacting local banks with the 
thought of moving our mortgage from the WELS, 
Church Extension Fund.  He is still researching our 
options.  Our current mortgage stands at $127,652.66. 

The next Quarterly Voters meeting will be  in Octo-
ber.  (Exact date yet to be determined.)     
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What’s our “Men of 
Peace” group all 
about?  It’s about 
fellowship.  About 

mutual support.  
About growing in faith.  About serving our 
communities, our church, and our families.   

In our July meeting, we strengthened our fellowship, 
and our bodies by taking a hike after our Bible 

study.  Then we enjoyed horseshoes again.  

As we look forward to fall, it’s time for us to 
consider planning a “Fall Fling” for our 

congregation and our community. Men, join us to 
share your ideas.    

Our next meeting is on August 23rd at 7 PM. 
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